
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                                    JUNE 14, 2015 
  
ORDINARY  TIME – 3rd  SUNDAY  AFTER  PENTECOST 
 
RECOLLECTING  OURSELVES  FOR  WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 

Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 483 

Opening Prayers 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
 
Gracious God, I understand I am acceptable to you with the 
thoughts and feelings that are true of me at any given time, 
and that this acceptance can and does extend to thoughts and 
feelings which I have been taught should never be true of me.  
I believe you offer me this acceptance because these feelings 
and thoughts give me information which is usually not 
available to me.  They are like doors into other rooms, back 
rooms, and even basements and attics, in the house of my 
personality.  You invite me to walk through these doors in an 
effort to introduce me to the human being I am.  Here is the 
problem: I do not want to go through these doors.  Your 
response is to slip thoughts and feelings into my awareness 
anyway.  The way I defeat you is by pressing myself to accept 
what I don’t want.  In this way I am so busy trying to accept 
what you propose that I am not actually impacted by what is 
true of me. 

  
Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 
Assurance of Pardon 
 

 
 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Mark 4:26-34 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 375 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
         
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 320 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY     10:00  Worship 
        11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
        11:20  Conversation 
        12:00  Lunch Bunch 
 

Lectionary Readings for June 21, 2015 
1 Samuel 17:1-49 and Psalm 9:9-20 or 

1 Samuel 17:57—18:5, 10-16 and Psalm 133; 
2 Corinthians 6:1-13; Mark 4:35-41. 

F.Y.I. 
 In the coffee room are copies of an article: Imaging God: Jesus 
and God.  It is chapter four of The God We Never Knew, by 
Marcus Borg.  The article is offered as part of an ongoing 
conversation around the question: Was Jesus God?  There are 
also four copies of the book, all of which are for sale for $14.50.  
Checks should be made out to Faith Presbyterian Church.  Mark 
the Memo: Book. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Richard Egan. 
 
Faith Presbyterian Church, 190 Arlen Dr., Rohnert Park CA 94928 
Church Office: 707-795-6620 
Our web site is <www.faithpresbyterianrp.org> 
Elders:  Marolyn Bode, Jim Plein, Karen Kessel. 
Deacons: Richard Egan, Mary Jane Beccaria, Wanjiru Muthamia. 
Clerk of Session: Marolyn Bode.                              [H] 585-8350 
Pastor: Jim Robie                  [C] 291-8489 

 

We are a community that gathers in an attitude of 
reverence directed toward God. 

 
Reverence is a feeling of deep respect and devotion, of 
profound awe, of admiration and esteem and honor, 

of gratitude. 
 

This feeling arises from the experience of knowing that 
it is not possible to be separate from the welcoming and 
embracing presence of God, who is with us in anything 

and everything that life brings us, always accepting how 
we feel and what we think, always working to help us 
inhabit what is true for us, always helping us fashion 

the most fully human response possible for us as 
concerns what our life contains. 

 
If you are able to enter this worship experience in a 
reverential manner, you are encouraged to immerse 

yourself in the experience. 
 

If you are not able to do so, you are encouraged to 
consider that being truthful to your experience is a way 
of showing reverence to God who invites you to explore 
the value of the way you feel in your life and about your 

life.  You are also invited to ponder with us our 
conceptions about God, looking for more adequate 
ways to understand God and how God personally 

companions and supports us in all things. 
 

Welcome!

http://www.faithpresbyterianrp.org/


Ordinary Time – 3rd Sunday after Pentecost 
(Mark 4:26-34) 

ARTICLE 
 In the phrase “kingdom of God,” the word “kingdom” is a Greek 
word meaning “royalty, i.e. (abstractly) rule, or (concretely) a 
realm (literally or figuratively).” The word “realm” means “the 
sphere in which one has influence.” The phrase “kingdom of God” 
does not refer to a location or place, but to the influence of God 
being active. To live in the kingdom of God is to be influenced by 
God. In this text Jesus tells two parables to say something about 
what this influence is like: 1) it is like a seed that is sown in us, which 
grows and matures while we go about our life, and when it is “ripe” 
[the Greek word is: “to surrender, i.e. yield up, entrust, transmit”] 
it does what it was intended to do; 2) it is a seed that is sown, the 
smallest of seeds, which grows into a substantial reality that is 
immensely useful. 

The question is: what is the seed, or what is the influence that is 
sown and grows in us? If we return to the way we first experienced 
the life of Christ in us, to the experience of our being acceptable 
with thoughts and feelings which we should not be thinking and 
feeling, the answer is: what is sown in us is the “thought” or 
“feeling” or maybe better “knowing” that we are acceptable to God 
with whatever we are thinking and feeling. The influence of God is 
that of moving us toward this “knowing” taking root in us and 
impacting how we approach and relate to our own life and the rest 
of life. 

The “knowing” that we are “acceptable to God feeling and 
thinking as we do” comes to us while we are in the middle of other 
thoughts and feelings which tell us that we are not acceptable. That 
is, it comes from outside our own mind’s evaluative point of view 
about what we are thinking and feeling. In this sense, it is sown in 
us. We do not create this “knowing” as much as we are awakened 
to it. We usually do not pay much attention to this “knowing,” and 
yet we find that it comes again and more frequently with regard to 
something specific that has been presented to our awareness. This 
“knowing” lives on the fringes of our awareness and grows within 
us as we go about the business of our life. Eventually it “surrenders, 

yields up, entrusts or transmits” what it was intended to do—giving 
us permission and protection to do two things: a) look carefully at 
thoughts or feelings which have come to awareness, and b) consider 
the presence of these thoughts or feelings in our life and their value 
to us. 

The key issue in having thoughts or feelings become acceptable 
so we can consider them carefully is for the reasons we believe they 
are not acceptable to surface in our awareness and impact us. So 
we are not asked to accept what we cannot; we are asked to pay 
attention to what happens in our own interior. If we try to accept 
what we do not and cannot accept we will be caught up in being 
accepting and will not pay attention to the way we are impacted by 
what is in our awareness. We need the judgmental parts of us to 
surface and not be buried. In the face of these judgments, and while 
we experience and consider these judgments, the seed of God’s 
acceptance grows, although we do not know how. Eventually, what 
it produces is harvested in that we become able to consider 
thoughts and feelings which before we could only judge. 
 The judgments which have been internalized in us all began as 
seeds which were sown into us by someone in our past. Given all 
the judgments that are active in our mind, the seed of God’s 
acceptance of us feeling and thinking as we do is truly small. Indeed, 
emotionally it is the smallest of the seeds sown in that it has little if 
anything attached to it either positively or negatively. Yet it grows 
into a substantial reality that is immensely useful in that all manner 
of thoughts and feelings find shelter under its canopy and come to 
live there, making a contribution to our life. 
 I think Jesus taught in parables because it was safer and more 
effective than being more direct. I don’t know if it was possible in 
his time to make the distinction that feelings and thoughts do not 
need to be acted on. In our own time we are able to make this 
distinction, but even for us it is not often easy to do, especially when 
we have been seized by and are held in the grip of feelings and 
thoughts. For example, to say that God accepts our anger and us as 
angry means that it is acceptable to have anger as a subjective 
experience and to explore its origin and purpose in our life. God’s 
acceptance of our anger does not mean it is acceptable to act out 



our anger in the objective world. Perhaps Jesus spoke in “parables” 
[“similitudes” in Greek] because he could talk about general things 
and not frighten people who were not yet able to hear what he was 
saying, or incite people who were not able to have feelings and 
thoughts without acting on them. Parables could speak directly to 
people who were able to grasp the “similarity” between what he 
said and their experience. They would understand and be able to 
make the application to their own life. 
 As human beings we have a propensity to be active more than 
receptive, to be in the “lead” position when dancing with God 
rather than in the “follow” position.  So when God proposes a 
thought or feeling for our consideration one way we can take over 
the “lead” position is by taking on the role of accepting what is 
proposed, rather than being impacted by what is proposed. God 
needs us to become acquainted with the person we are, and that 
cannot happen if we are actively acquiescing to what God proposes 
by trying to accept it. It can only happen when we are impacted by 
what God proposes and explore the impact as a part of the person 
we are. Our being impacted is what God accepts. 

 [Jim Robie, 6-11-15, Cycle B, Mark 4:26-34] 
 SERMON 
 
 What is the “kingdom of God”? The phrase “kingdom of God” 
refers to the influence of God being active in our lives. To live in the 
kingdom of God is to be influenced by God. The question then is: 
what is the influence that is sown in us and grows? What is sown in 
us is the “knowing” that we are acceptable to God with whatever 
we are thinking and feeling. The influence of God is this “knowing” 
taking root in us and impacting how we approach and relate to our 
own life, other people, and the created order. 

The “knowing” that we are “acceptable to God feeling and 
thinking as we do” eventually gives us permission and protection 
to do two things: 1) look carefully at thoughts and feelings which 
have come to awareness, and 2) consider the meaning of the 
presence of these thoughts and feelings in our life and their value 
to us. 

There is nothing here about our learning to accept the 
feelings and thoughts we do not accept. God’s acceptance of us 
feeling and thinking as we do accomplishes only our being able to 
be impacted by what we think and feel, to experience what we are 
thinking and feeling as a way to get our minds around whatever that 
is. We are not asked to accept what we cannot; we are asked to pay 
attention to what happens in our own interior when we have 
thoughts and feelings, especially ones we shouldn’t have or do not 
want to have. If we try to accept what we do not and cannot accept 
we will be caught up in being accepting; we will not pay attention 
to the way we are impacted by what is in our awareness, to the fear, 
anger, distress, judgment, curiosity, excitement, etc. that are 
evoked by what enters our awareness, and therefore we will not 
approach what is in our awareness, and likewise will not apprehend 
it. Acceptance like this is a substantial reality that is immensely 
useful in that all manner of thoughts and feelings find shelter under 
its canopy and come to live there, making them available for us to 
use. 

 


